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Helping Hand Home for Children Builds a Future of Hope
We are overflowing with gratitude at the Helping Hand Home for Children.

Every day, we meet children who have suffered unimaginable abuse and neglect and offer a home for healing. Our rigorously 
trained professional staff provide intense caregiving, therapy, enrichment, and tailored educational opportunities for 
healing and growth. We provide an extensive network of members, volunteers, and executive staff who seamlessly work 
together to ensure the needs of our children are being met, in most cases, far exceeding industry benchmarks.

We meet generous foster and adopt families where they are by offering contextual, technical and immersive training, and 
support to assist with the heroic choice to be a forever home for children in need. Today, we are overjoyed to share that we 
are mid-construction and on track to complete our mission to serve more children and families on their unique forever 
journeys.

Your generous support of the Champions for Children fall luncheon, the spring Crystal Ball, the Building a Future of 
Hope capital campaign, and gifts throughout the year allow us to expand capacity and improve our healing model. On the 
following pages, we provide a snapshot of the exciting giving opportunities, generous donors, and mission in action at the 
Helping Hand Home. 

Hope Happens Here.

Julie Ballard, 
Helping Hand Home Board President 2021-22

®

Champions for Children Awards Luncheon

We are thrilled to feature Patrick and his three sons 
adopted through Helping Hand Home for Children.

Crystal Ball Gala



Since our founding in 1893, Helping Hand Home for Children has changed the lives of thousands of children by providing a nurturing and 
therapeutic home for those who have suffered unimaginable abuse and neglect. What began as missionary work to save one child over a century 
ago has transformed into a nationally accredited residential treatment center, charter school, and foster and adoption program, forever altering 
the lives of thousands of children along the way.

Today, Helping Hand Home has more than 100 employees, and thousands of dedicated supporters, volunteers, and members of the Helping 
Hand Society committed to healing the community’s most vulnerable children. We are proud of the Home’s transformation from an orphanage 
to a nationally accredited residential treatment center and look forward to another 129 years of protecting the future of our children and 
helping them achieve happier, healthier lives. 

Thanks to community support, Helping Hand Home is able to serve over 400 children and family members each year through a continuum of 
services that includes:

THERAPEUTIC RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT:
HHH provides 24-hour care for children ages 4-13 experiencing 
emotional and behavioral problems due to the traumatic stress of 
severe abuse or neglect.

FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM:
HHH provides parent training, child transition therapy, and post 
placement services such as home visits and coaching to guarantee 
the success of each child’s placement in a permanent loving home.

WENDY’S WONDERFUL KIDS PROGRAM:
Thanks to a continued partnership with the Dave Thomas Foundation, 
Helping Hand Home has two dedicated adoption recruiters who focus 
exclusively on the hardest to place children in a 30-county area 
surrounding Central Texas.

FOSTER AND ADOPTION PROGRAM:
The HHH Foster and Adoption Program places approximately 160 
children each year in loving homes, recruits and trains foster families, 
and facilitates and completes adoptions. Helping Hand Home's Foster 
and Adoption Program serves children from birth to age 21. 

EDUCATION AT ON-SITE CHARTER SCHOOL:
Through a partnership with The University of Texas at Austin, 
Helping Hand Home operates an on-site charter school which caters 
to the unique educational and behavioral needs of its children in 
K-6th grade.
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129 years of Hope 
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NATIONALLY
ACCREDITED  
PROGRAMS   

At Helping Hand Home, we give 
children and families the best in care 
through a highly educated staff, low 
child-to-staff ratio and a 
comprehensive approach to healing. 
As an organization we are committed 
to performance and quality 
improvement, evidenced-based 
services, and stakeholder 
involvement. To assure the highest 
level of accountability towards this 
commitment, the Home worked 
toward and achieved national 
accreditation in 2017, and 
reaccreditation in 2021 through the 
Council on Accreditation (COA). 
COA accreditation means that our 
organization's programs, services, 
administration, and management 
have been rigorously evaluated and 
meet best practice standards. We are 
proud to be a part of this community 
of excellence.
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During 2021, Helping Hand Home’s UT Charter School 
offered 21,450 education hours to our children all of whom 
are healing from the trauma of childhood abuse and neglect. 

During 2021, children at Helping Hand Home participated in 
more than 2,863 various enrichment activities and field trips.

The Bond Harsch Family
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Helping Hand Home for Children is pleased to announce that Phase One of our east campus expansion project is almost complete. This project 
assures that the critical services provided by the Helping Hand Home will be expanded and enhanced. Our children from the Mustangs and 
Eagles homes recently moved into their “tree house” homes on the east campus. It was an exciting day for the children and the staff.  The direct 
care team worked tirelessly to keep the children on their schedules with as little disruption as possible. When the “Building A Future of Hope” 
expansion project is complete, together, we will have accomplished the following:

Our goal is for our multi-purpose building to be finished in time for the beginning of school in late August. Phase Two of the homes is now 
underway and should be completed by year-end.

If you would like more information about how you can support the East Campus expansion project or if you would like a tour, 
please reach out to Julie Metzger at jmetzger@helpinghandhome.org.  

• Constructed and furnished eight new homes where each child will feel safe and 
secure in her/his own bedroom (a 41% increase in capacity)

• Built office space doubling our foster care and adopt program that will support 
more children on their journey to a stable, loving and permanent home

• Created a permanent facility for our University of Texas charter school which 
includes four state-of-the art classrooms

• Provided a community and learning room that will serve as a permanent home 
for our foster and adoption training classes, our staff trainings, community 
meetings, and a special events space for the school, and

• Modernized and updated our current campus and technology. 

"The successful capital campaign and completion of phase one are historic 
milestones in the life of the Home and we are extremely grateful for the generous 
support from the Austin community. " 
                - Ted Keyser, Executive Director

A special thanks goes to Terri and Chris Von Dohlen, our Capital Campaign co-chairs and their entire committee. 
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Helping Hand Home is "Building a Future of Hope" 
to Serve More Vulnerable Children

COMMITTEE
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"Dedicated professionals and committed volunteers at 
Helping Hand Home are angels of help, hope and love 
for children who have been deprived of these essential 
elements in life. Restoring children holistically is the 
mission of this wonderful organization. Brighter futures 
for girls and boys with happy families are the results of 
this aspirational work. Surely, we should all want to 
support these miracles which can be very real."

 
- Susan and Gary Farmer, Honorary Chairs
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Champions for Children 2021:
An Incredible Success

Save the Date for
The 23rd Annual Champions for 

Children Awards Luncheon!

Thank you to our 2021 Sponsors:

Event chairs Jocelyn Johnson, Melanie Fish with Philanthropic 
Honoree, Ross Moody

Ted Keyser, Erin and David Hewlett Julie Ballard and The Daytripper's Chet Garner, Champions for 
Children emcee

PRESENTING SPONSOR

EVENT UNDERWRITERS

MATCHING GIFTS

Andy Roddick and the Andy 
Roddick Foundation

2022 Champions for Children 
Philanthropic Honoree

Radio & TV Personality 
Bobby Bones

2022 Champions for Children
Featured Speaker

Wednesday, October 5th, 2022
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

at the JW Marriott Austin

Event Chairs:
 Kerri Ann Chambless, Ginnie Wilcox & Bob Harrell

Emcee:
The Daytripper's Chet Garner

presented by

The 22nd Annual Champions for Children awards luncheon presented by 
Don Hewlett Chevrolet Buick was an incredible success. Gifts received 
at the event exceeded our full $90K match, and that surprise along with 
generous support from our sponsors, underwriters and attendees helped us 
raise more than $750,000 for Helping Hand Home.
 
We are very grateful to our featured speaker, Chris Del Conte who shared 
his inspiring and deeply moving story about growing up with selfless 
parents who fostered other children. The Daytripper’s Chet Garner 
continues to emcee the event with professionalism and poise. 

Congratulations to our Philanthropic Honoree: Ross Moody and The 
Moody Foundation for supporting child welfare, education, and health of 
minority and underserved populations throughout Texas. Our community 
awardees are recognized for their dedication to improving the lives of children.

Helping Hand Home for Children was also proud to honor The University of 
Texas Vice President and Athletics Director, Chris Del Conte by unveiling a 
colorful mural in our playground pavilion designed by artist Danielle 
DaVerona that symbolizes Chris’ father Robert’s commitment to 
children in foster care. The Del Contes operated a group home for abused and 
neglected children in New Mexico and served more than 150 children in 
foster care during that time. Chris’ humbling childhood experience shaped his 
personal and professional commitments to his family, college athletics, and 
organizations like Helping Hand Home, which provide nurturing and 
therapeutic healing to the children in our care. Special thanks to the 
Ascension Leadership Academy for their commitment and support behind 
this project.

Scan here to sponsor the 2022 Champions for Children Awards Luncheon

White Construction team

Champions 2021 Chairs with featured speaker Chris Del Conte

HHH Executive Director, Ted Keyser; HHS President, Julie Ballard; Champions for Children co-chair, Melanie Fish; UT Athletics 
Director, Chris Del Conte; and Champions for Children co-chairs, Jocelyn Johnson and Greg Meserole, unveil the new mural



On Saturday, March 5th, the Helping Hand Home for Children hosted the 79th 
annual The Crystal Ball. Chaired by Kathi Haralson and Tina McCutchin, the day 
began with a delicious brunch provided by Rosemary’s Catering, a fashion show 
by Dillard’s and Webber Productions featuring professional models and the crowd 
favorite – Helping Hand adoptive families, followed by the presentation of the Ball’s 
first grade Princesses. Jim Spencer emceed the brunch for the 29th year in a row 
and his presence has become synonymous with this family event. 
 
Guests reconvened that evening for the event’s hallmark black-tie Crystal Ball. 
Abundant floral decorations by Westbank Flower Market covered the tables, 
delicate butterfly accents flew across the stage, and 38 debutantes dressed in classic 
white gowns and their escorts took the stage. Following the presentation, guests of 
all ages danced late into the night to the music of Blind Date. 
 
The Crystal Ball raised more than $1.4 million to support therapy, education, and 
enrichment activities for children in the residential treatment center and children 
and families in the foster/adoption program.
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2022 Gala Committee
Gala Co-Chairs 
Kathi Haralson
Tina McCutchin 

Committee
Elizabeth Adams
Debbie Alsup
Meredith Bagan
Julie Ballard
Julie Baselice
Suzanne Bell
Cynthia Bengston    
Amy Biegel
Stacy Carter
Kerri Ann Chambless
Heather Chesney     
Martha Clay
Charlane Cox

Laura Craddick  
Betsy D’Acierno     
Kim Day
Dana DeLorenzo
Stacy Dollar
Paula Duke
Kate Dunnam
Frances Eckols
Belinda Eckols    
Suzanne Erickson
Tiffany Francis
Stacy Garcia
Surrenden Gillespie
Kelly Goulding
Emily Greer
Morgen Hardin
Missy Harris
Erika Herndon

Laura Hotze
Melissa Jackson     
Stephanie Jastrow
Marla Kiger
Jessica Kizer
Martha Mangum
Christy Merritt
Susie Meserole
Sally Metschan
Marion More
Kristi Moriarty    
Kristin Nelson    
Anne Newton
Karey Oddo
Collin Ohanian   
Kerianne Oliver
Maggie Pickett
Elizabeth Pitts

Beth Plater
Lauren Price
Jennifer Ramberg
Brandy Reimers
Reagan Rives
Kathryn Ross
Lindsey Sartain
Brannon Smith
Keili Smith
Gayla Stuart
Amy Sutton
Lisa Terrill 
Theresa Torelli
Gayle Vickers
Lucy Weber
Christy Werner
Ginnie Wilcox
Rose Betty Williams

Major Sponsors

Brilliant Benefactors

Glittering Benefactors

Crystal BenefactorBenefitting The Helping Hand Home for Children

The Crystal Ball

Brooke & Scott Anderson / Bay Hill Design
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Edward Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. Orlando Arriaga
The Honorable & Mrs. Todd Alan Baxter
Mrs. Cameron Michelle Breed
Ms. Julie Ermis Briggs
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lane Brocato & Ms. Michele 
Read Meadows
Sabrina & Jay Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mark Buchanan Jr.
Retta VanAuken
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Conger Cardwell
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Edward Cedar
Waterloo Capital
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Allen Chester
Mr. & Mrs. David Joseph Cox
Kacy Dolce, Broker Associate, Kuper Sotheby’s 
Intl' Realty
Capital Constructors Group /The Dollar Family
Mrs. Jena Cissel Ehlinger
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Steven Greenberg Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Wheeler Hall
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Haralson
Mr. & Mrs. William Charles Harper

The Herndon Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Sterling Howry
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Thomson Hutcheson
Mr. & Mrs. David Douglas Kanne
Mr. & Mrs. Milledge McConnico
Mr. & Mrs. Brent McCutchin
Mr. & Mrs. Arturo Monsivais
Morales Law Office, Attorneys at Law, PLLC
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Gantt Newton
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Michael Pardue
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Brian Perry
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Porter
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Benjamin Richards III
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Settle
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Shepperd
Mr. & Mrs. Cord Shiflet
Brannon & Lathrop Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Anthony Szygenda
Mr. & Mrs. Eric William Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Roderick Neal Welsh
Mr. & Mrs. David Paul Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford Lee Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Neil Brydson
Mr. & Mrs. Geoff Cody Hicks
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Paul Kizer
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Menzies Ivy Lee
Medical Arts Internal Medicine, P.A.
The Porter Co.
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Scott Slover

Dr. & Mrs. John Klotz Stokes
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Alfred Strehli
Midtown Urology Associates
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell K. May
The Unblemished Soul
Yonge Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. James Mansour

David & Pam Ferguson
Beth & Tom Granger

Mr. & Mrs. William Christopher Petri

Dazzling Benefactors
Alpha Capital Management / The Ballard Family
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Allan Arnold
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Belew
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Berry Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Hargrove Bowles
Drs. Denise & Alex Brown
Mr. & Mrs. David Paul Butler
Centex Tickets
Dr. Suzanne M. Freid & Donald Dean Carper II
Ms. Lesley Link Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Adam Cusack
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon McQueen Easterling
Covert Cadillac / Brad & Courtney Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Taft Ellis
Drs. April & Josh Fox
Ms. Virginia Winfield Greenway
& Mr. James Wilson Greenway
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Edward Hall Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert John Hempfling Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John David Holmes Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Hart Hoover
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ellsworth Lamme
Mr. & Mrs. David Clinton Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Liverman
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Morrison McDowell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Louis Wade
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Joseph Meserole
Mr. & Mrs. David "Chip" Pipes Mills Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Terry L. Nixon
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher J. Oddo
Mr. & Mrs. Trey Owen
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Buckley Paddock
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Gordon Siddons
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dudley Simmons III
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stitt
Mr. & Dr. Kevin Francis Sweeney
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Andrew Thomas
Michelle & Paul Tobias
Mr. & Mrs. Dathan Christopher Voelter
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Wallace

Sparkling Benefactors

Shimmering Benefactors

Christina & Thomas Allen
Ms. Paige Arnette Amstutz
Mr. & Mrs. Gabe David Anderson IV
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ary
Ms. Kaylea Claire Babel
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Findley
& the late Mr. Jeff Berger
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Richard Bessette
Mr. & Mrs. Burns Lane Bowen
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Logan Bray
The PR Boutique
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lane Brocato
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Allen Bryant
Mr. & Mrs. Holton Burns
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Michael Carlson
Ms. Elisabeth Carrell & Dr. Paul Timothy Carrell
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Andrew Castelluccio
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Cavazos
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Chasen
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cullen Childress
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Jay Clark
Ms. Lizzie Pincoffs & Mr. Stephen Monteith 
Clarke II
Michelle & Alan Cline
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Mark Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Claiborne Lamar Cowan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Russell Craddick Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Jacomini Crosswell Sr.
Cross Oak Group
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Daily
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Houston Daniel
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Burton Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Warren Dennis
Mrs. Greta Goldsby & Mr. Justin Dunlap
Mr. & Mrs. James Todd Engemoen
Erwin Architects & Attorneys
Mrs. Kendall Bryant Fisk & Mr. R. Carson Fisk
Mr. & Mrs. Michael C. Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Eric James Freytag
BRF Homes, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Mark Garrison
Debra Gillham
Google
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Ryan Grates II
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Tuxberry Greenleaf III
Dr. & Mrs. Erich Grethel
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Joseph Haley
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Hargrove
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Michael Heyl
Ms. Jennifer Estes Hill & Mr. Garland Riser Hill
Dr. & Mrs. John Peter Hudson Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Earl Hunter
Ms. Jennifer Johnson & Mr. Sam Johnson & 
Maureen Whelan
Ted & Leslie Keyser
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Kolander
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Thomas Lackey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Chase Laguarta
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Layne
Ms. Julie Harrison Lee & Mr. Noel Vinson Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Matthews Leggett
Mr. & Mrs. Eric James Levine
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Grady Lockwood
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Duane Long II
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Kingsland Maebius
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Lawrence “Matt” Matthews

Mr. & Mrs. Walter John Matthys
Mr. & Mrs. D. Davin McGinnis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Thomas Meroney
Merritt Law / Mr. & Mrs. Christopher C. Merritt
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Michael Metschan
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Joseph Metschan
Mr. & Mrs. Ian Joseph Mooney
Ms. Jennifer Paul Morey & Mr. William 
Nelms Morey Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Todd Morgan
Ms. Kelley Rogers Mucci & Mr. Jeffrey Allen 
Mucci
Mr. & Mrs. James Fletcher Murchison
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gregory Neff
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Christopher Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. John Daren Nix
Mr. & Mrs. John David Oates
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ray Ohls
Mr. & Mrs. Guy Oliver
Mr. & Mrs. Wade T. Owens
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Buckley Paddock
Mr. & Mrs. James Kyle Parks
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Robert Parsons Jr
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Patrick
Mr. & Mrs. J. Pieratt
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Plater
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Matthew Pohl
Mrs. Lisa Pomeroy & Mr. Cory Pomeroy
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Andrew Price
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Pulatie
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Corey Pullen
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Eugene Reimers
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Evan Richards II
Burton & Rachael Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph William Robertson III
Mr. & Mrs. Miguel Romano Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Andrew Rosenberg
Lolla McNutt Page honoring the William Page & 
Scott Ryll Families
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Keith Sappington
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Taber Schadt
Dr. & Mrs. S. Matthew Schocket
Mr. & Mrs. Torrey Joseph Schultz
Mr. & Mrs. Clint Lee Scott
Brian & Heather Sheffield
Westlake Endodontics
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Gilbert Skloss
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Clinton Small Jr
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Christian Stouse
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Matthew Tarleton
Mr. & Mrs. John Asher Thompson Jr
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Edward Torelli
Mr. & Mrs. John David Tully
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Valdez
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Aaron Voss
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Mathews Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Herring Ware
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Robert Wilkin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dixon Wilson III
Mr. & Mrs. William Hinson Wilson
Ms. Lisa Womack
Mr. Jesse Yell Womack III
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick McClure Woodman
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Eric Wright
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Jacques Young
Ms. Ashley Ann Smith
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Ashley Settle, Ella Hicks & Emma Beth Brydson    

The Shiflet Family  

2022 Debutantes   

Mary Kate Patrick, Charles Hubbard and Stormy Maebius

The Szygenda Family The Yonge Family  

Lucy Brocato, Eleanor Hutcheson, Molly Richards, 
Sophia Stokes and Ava Clark 

Julie Ballard, Jennifer, Caroline & Annie Goldman

Matthew, Maria & Mia Tobias  
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2022 Debutantes and Escorts 

Crystal Ball Photos by Jetter Photography 2022 Helping Hands 

The Liverman Family 

Michael & Lainey Trotter   

The Winterers, HHH Foster / Adopt Family

The Kizer Family

The Kessler Family 

Ava Kizer and James Cline

Morgan Ehlinger & Drew Beathard

Brynley, Grace & Heather May

Tina & Brent McCutchin

The Routts, HHH Foster / Adopt FamilyGala Co-Chairs Tina McCutchin & Kathi 
Haralson   

The Dollar Family 

Elizabeth Slover & Lock DurrettThe Meserole Family

Margaret Newton & Will Gilham Princesses Mary Harper & Mica Dow Betsy Taylor & Drew Morgan

Madison Mansour & cousin Bo MansourAmelia & Shannon Strehli   

The Lee FamilyFirst Grade Princesses

Christine Kanne & Annabelle Heyl

The Hicks Family The Haralson FamilyThe Brydson Family

The Arriaga Family

Ella Johnson, Owen deYoung, Page 
Johnson, Hank Brown 


